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(57) Abstract: /-A n optical film that is excellent in optical character- 
istics and can be manufactured simply at low cost comprises a trans- 
parent polymer film layer and a birefringent layer of a non-liquid 
crystalline polymer. The birefringent layer meets the condition nx 
<= ny > nz where nx, ny, and nx are the indices of refraction in the 
X-, Y-, and Z-directions of the birefringent layer, respectively. The 
in-plane phase difference of the transparent polymer film layer is 50 
t**» nm or less. The X-direction is the axial direction in which the index of refraction takes on a maximum value in the in-plane direction 
of the birefringent layer, the Y-direction is the axial direction perpendicular to the X-direction in the plane, and the Z-direction is the 
thickness direction perpendicular to the X- and Y-directions. 
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